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Volcanoes are formed when magma, a misture of gases, ash and hot melted rock, gushes up from inside the Earth and breaks through a crack or weak spot in the Earth’s crust. The magma lies in a chamber far below a volcano’s vent. Pressure builds up, forcing the magma to escape through the vent. Once the magma reaches the surface, it is called lava. Lava is red when hot, turning grey or even black as it cools and hardens on the Earth’s surface.

Volcanoes may be dormant, active or extinct. There are some 800 volcanoes which erupt regularly. These are the active ones. Others seem to be ‘sleeping’ or dormant. A dormant volcano is sometimes mistaken for an extinct one.

Volcanoes do not just occur on Earth. The biggest volcano is Mount Olympus which is found on Mars. Venus also has giant volcanoes. Some of the Venusian volcanoes erupt continuously pouring out clouds of gas into flame-coloured sky.

Question:

1) Magma is _______

a) red in colour

b) grey in colour
c) black in colour

d) colourless

2) Magma lies ___________

a) just under the Earth’s crust

b) in a crack or a weak spot

c) in a chamber far below the volcano’s vent

d) on the surface of the Earth

3) After magma reaches the surface, it becomes __________

a) red

b) ash clouds

c) a crater

d) lava

4) An extinct volcano is one that _____________

a) is sleeping

b) can erupt again

c) cannot erupt anymore

d) has disappeared forever

5) What causes a volcano to erupt?

a) Time

b) Pressure

c) Air

d) Heat


