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Little is know about the early history of Rome. We have to rely on legends to tell us more about its past. It is believed that Rome was founded in 753 BC by Romulus, a descendant of the Trojan prince, Aeneas.

Remus and Romulus were the grandsons of the overthrown king who was the last in the line of rulers descended from Aeneas. They were left to die by the River Tiber. A wolf found them and looked after them as if they were her own cubs.

When the twins grew up, they decided to set up a new city on the spot where they had been left to drown. They held a sacred ceremony to mark the boundary with a plough. But when Remus jumped over the furrow in mockery, Romulus was enraged and killed his twin brother. He then decided to name the city after himself and became its first ruler. This was how Rome was believed to have been founded.

Questions:
1) The ancestors of the twins came from
a)  Rome

b) Troy

c) Greece

d) The River Tiber

2) ‘The overthrown king’ (underlined) means
a) he moved from city to city
b) he died of old age in his position of  power

c) he was removed from a position of power by force

d) he was incompetent and corrupt

3) Why do you think the twins were left by the River Tiber to drown?
a) They were too noisy.

b) They were a burden to the enemies.

c) They may prove a threat in the future.

d) Twins were thought to be a bad omen.

4) “Sacred” (underlined) means
a) regarded with great respect and important
b) connected with fear

c) considered to be something strange

d) something that is thought of by themselves

5) Why did Romulus kill his brother?

a) He thought that Remus was trying to steal his land.

b) He was jealous because Remus was more jolly.

c) He was impatient with Remus.

d) He was angry that Remus was being disrespectful by making fun of the ceremony.


