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A man kept a fine horse for show and a donkey to carry burdens. The horse used to prance along while the old donkey staggered behind weighed down by its load.

“Please help,” the donkey begged the horse, “if you took some of the load I could manage, but like this I can’t last much longer.”


“Don’t bother me,” replied the horse.


The donkey plodded on for awhile, stumbled and fell dead. The man at once began to skin him, for his hide would be useful. Then he put the donkey’s burden on the horse and threw the donkey skin on top.


How sorry the horse was then that he had not helped the donkey! For his load was now much heavier that it would have been if he had shared with his companion.
Questions:
1) Another word that the same meaning as “burden” (underlined) is
a) Load
b) Nuisance

c) Gold 

d) clothes

2) Why did the horse not help the donkey?
a) It was too old.

b) It was in poor health.

c) It was selfish and proud.

d) It was prancing too quickly. 

3) What is a “hide” (underlined)? 
a) The skin of an animal.
b) The place where the donkey hides.

c) The donkey’s burden.

d) A game donkeys and horses play.

4) Why was the horse’s load heavier?
a) He had to carry the burden and the donkey.
b) He had to carry the man and the donkey.

c) He had to carry the man and the hide.

d) He had to carry the hide and the burden.

5) What is the lesson to be learnt in this story?
a) It is not wise to help someone foolish.
b) Donkeys do not live long.

c) Horses are selfish animals.

d) Help others in trouble for it may benefit you.


