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Franz shivered. It was freezing cold at the school for there was no heating.

“I would give anything for a bowl of hot soup,” he murmured, as his tummy rumbled with hunger. The portions at school were small and the food was inedible. Alone in the practice room, he took out his manuscript paper and began to compose. Soon he was so engrossed in his composition that he had forgotten how cold and hungry he actually was. He was happy just being immersed in his own compsositions.


Back at class, Frank told his friend Josef, “Father is not too pleased with me. He doesn’t approve of my music. He wants me to become a school teacher not a musician! But I composed a new minuet without his knowledge. Would you like to hear it?”


“It is beautiful!” said Josef. “Here’s some more manuscript paper for you.”


“Thank you but please do not tell my father about this. Please.”


Some years later, Franz Schubert did become a school teacher but only for three years. He had hated every moment of it and was even happier being a poor musician. He eventually became a famous composer and wrote nine symphonies. His most famous is No. 8 in B minor, the “Unfinished”, which has two movements and was found in a drawer after he died in 1828
Question:

1) What was the one that gave Franz joy despite the miserable conditions at school?
2) Give the meaning of these words:

a) Engrossed:

b) Immersed:

3) Why was Franz’s father ‘not too pleased’ (underlined) with his son’s compositions?

4) What did Franz finally succeed in achieving in his life?

5) Write the phrase in the passage that suggests that No. 8 in B minor was his last work.

